1980 Ice Hockey Tournament Breakdown

The 1980 Ice Hockey Tournament was played in a Round Robin Style
In a round-robin hockey tournament, each team plays every team once so that it's fair and
everyone gets an equal chance. Here's why this works well:

1. Fair Competition:
Every team plays the same number of games against the same opponents. This makes
it easier to see which teams are the best overall.

2. Avoid Repeats:
Playing each team only once saves time and ensures the tournament moves quickly. It
also keeps the games exciting because every matchup is new!

3. Points Add Up:
Since teams earn points for wins or ties, they only need one chance to show their
strength against each opponent.

This way, the tournament stays organized, fair, and fun!

There were two stages of the ice hockey tournament.
The first stage was the group round. The last stage was the medal round.

To complete the first stage, the group round, twelve teams were divided into two groups.
In 1980, the twelve teams were divided into two groups, the red group and the blue group. This

is like when your class is organized into two teams for a game in gym class. Each group had six
teams. Each team played each other once in their group.

For every game, teams earned points for the outcome of their game:
Win = 2 points

Tie = 1 point

Lose = 0 points

After each team played each other once in their group, the group round was over. The teams
added their points to see which teams did the best in their group.

The top 2 teams in each group moved on to the medal round.

Four teams moved on to the medal round: the top two from the red group and the top two from
the blue group. This next round was called the medal round because teams played for gold,
silver, and bronze medals! Unfortunately, one of these teams would end up without a medal
after this round and be recognized as the 4th place team.

Teams brought some points with them to the medal round.
Here’s why and how:

Following the round-robin tournament rules, since the advancing teams had already played
against each other during the group round, they didn’t play each other again in the medal round.



Instead, the result from their group round game was carried over, and the points they earned in
that game were then added to their medal round scores.

For example:

The USA and Sweden were in the same group. They tied during group play, so both teams got
1 point to bring into the medal round.

The Soviet Union and Finland were in the other group. The Soviet Union beat Finland, so the
Soviets brought 2 points into the medal round, and Finland brought 0 points.

Here’s how the points looked before the medal round started:

Soviet Union: 2 points
Sweden: 1 point
USA: 1 point

Finland: O points

Now, the medal round began, and teams played new games to win more points and medals!

The Medal Round Games
In the medal round, a total of four games were played between the advancing teams:

The USA vs. the Soviet Union
Finland vs. Sweden

Sweden vs. the Soviet Union
The USA vs. Finland
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Medal Round Scoring Rules
The same point system from the group round was used for the medal round.

Win = 2 points
Tie = 1 point
Lose = 0 points

The Medal Round Games Outcomes
Remember, each team still earned two points for a win, one point for a tie, and zero points for a
loss. The outcomes of each of the medal-round games were:



Match Score Winner
USA vs. Soviet Union 4-3 USA

Finland vs. Sweden 3-3 Tie

Soviet Union vs. Sweden 9-2 Soviet Union
USA vs. Finland 4-2 USA

Final Points After the Medal Round
Here’s how the points added up after the medal round:

e USA: 5 points

o 4 points from winning both medal-round games

o +1 point carried over from the group round
e Soviet Union: 4 points

o 2 points from beating Sweden

o +2 points carried over from the group round
e Sweden: 2 points

o 1 point from tying Finland

o +1 point carried over from the group round
e Finland: 1 point

o 1 point from tying Sweden

o +0 points carried over from the group round

Medal Winners

e Gold Medal: USA (5 points)
e Silver Medal: Soviet Union (4 points)
e Bronze Medal: Sweden (2 points)

The USA won the gold medal because they had the most points after all the games!
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